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vutsTIC AFFAIRS

BOMB_TNCIDENT

*Aga al-Jannah observes in an editorial that all Syria has condemned
the bombing of the United States Legation in Damascus as 1t would
have condemned the bombing of any other Legation., Syria does not
believe in such methods. It belleves, however, that the bombing of
any fAmerican Legation would not alter President Truman's convictions
ospecially with regard to Israel which possesses considerable capital
and three million votes in America, :

Tt is true that Syria condemned the bomb incident when it was
reported that sn unidentified person had thrown the bomb at the
American Legation and that this person was probably influenced by
#Minister Dawalibi's declarations or motivated by his resentment at
American pressure on the Arabs. 'Today, however, it 1is learned that
the bombing was perpetrated neither by a Syrian nor by an Arab.
Evidences show that the Legation itself is asscciated with this
tncident, since no person, however strong he might be, could have
thrown a bomb, more than 2 kilos in weight, from a distance of more
shan 150 meters. Furthermore, he could not have escaped without
leaving footprints in the neighboring gardens which had been watered
Wow that it has been learned that the perpetrator is neither a Syria
nor an Arab, we should like doubly to condermmn the bombing of the US
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f.egation andé to assert that such subversive methods are detrimental
sniy to those who embrace them. As for Syria, it will not retract
‘tg attltude, nor will it abandon its firm conviction that the
avistence of Israel endangers the very existence of the Avabs.

Kifah reporis that the detalnees on charges of involverent in
hs Tmerican Legation bomb incident who number 23 have gone on a
wmanger strike in thelr prison cells, All attempts to persuade
whem to 2at have falled.

ATTACHES S

Al Fasr: This paper's representative learned from & source closely
Sonnected with the American Legation that the staff employnd in all
sarts of Syria by that Legation including consuls, attache:, officers,
commerelal and agricultural attaches, and others employed iu the
ssetions of propaganda, public relation, and commerce numbers 500.

iur representative also was informed that consequent te the
el —known deciaration made by Dr. Dawalibil, the United States
2ilotbed 20 million dollars for propaganda in Syri: alone,

rn this occasion, we would like to refer to Dr. Dawalibi' s
Jdeclsration in which he stated that the aircraft wiich bombed Damascu:
during the Palestine war was an American flying fortress. We should
1ike to add that it has been rumored that the pileot of the aforesaid
aireraft which bombed residential quarters and killed a number of
ianocent persons in Damascus was appointed about ¢ne month and a
half ape as assistant air attache at the American Legation in
Tiamascus,

We do not urpge the opening of an inquiry inte this subject
heeause Langible evidence is nol available, bu. we would like to
nrge our government to inquire into the reason: for employing such
an army of attaches and employees.

SYRO-FRENCH TALKS
Al Manar: Following the meeting of the Council of Ministers, Minister
¥ ¥insnce *Abd-sl-Rahman al-'Azm received the French Minister Pleni-
potentiary in Syria in the presence of the Priw Minister., It is
bHelieved that important and urgent issues had «en discussed 1in

this meeting.

STATE RELIGION

AL Manar: The Greek Orthodox members of the Cinstituent Assembly

have Dasn invited to a meeting on Monday, April 25, with the GCreek
Orthodox Patriarch, Alexandros III to discuss ‘he question of the

State's reilgion.

BANQUET BY 'ASALI
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the Secretary General of the Nationalist Party, gave a dinner
party at his house on Sunday last. A considerable number of poli-
tiesl leaders, _ournalists, and writers were invited to this party.

AN THCIDENT IN ALEPPO COLLEGE

Al Jsbag reports this incident in Aleppo.
Dr. Carleton, the President of Aleppo College, was showling at

the college a film on Clapp'!s projects in the State of Michlgan,

in the United States, when student Mirwan al-Jindi interrupted,

"Have we not Had enough American pressure. Do we also have to be

a acene for American propaganda.”™ The Dean of the College replled,

"Bring us a Russian film and we will show it."™ Others shouted,

"Who wrote to Dr. Carleton to bring with him propaganda for Clapp's

nrojectg, ™

A BRITISH CONSPIRACY IN ALEPPO (See Pr, Dig, 76/3)

Al Masa': Commenting on the reports of a British-incited attempt
in Aleppo to foment trouble between the Moslems and the Christlans,
this paper writes in part:

The conspiracy plotted by the IPC employees on instructiouns
from thelr British masters 1s an indication that imperialist states
are going all out to cause dissension and foment troubles in Syria,

We frankly warn the Government that further toleration of
foreipners will lead to serious consequences, Unless drastic
measures are taken by the Government, whatever the consequences may
be, we will have to pay dearly. It is preferable to die under the
foct of an aggressive power than surrender willingly to imperialists
and aprressors,

COLLECTIVE SECURITY PACT

Alif Ba': According to a communioue issued late in the evening,
the Council of Ministers at its meeting, Monday, approved the
Collective Security Pact.

ARAB AFFAIRS

MERGER OF ARAB PALESTINE AND JORDAN

Alif Ba': Dr, Nazim al-Qudsi has denied the statement of Tawfig
Pasha abul=Huda, the President of the new Jordanian Parliament,

that Syria had agreed to the annexation of Arab Palestine to Jordan,
when H.E, Hashim al-Atasl was a Prime Minister, and he, Dr. Qudsi,
was Forelpgn Minister. Dr. Qudsi stated that Tawflq abul-Huda had
requested the Syrian Government at that time to agree to the
annexation of Arab Palestine to Jordan, but he was told that the
question would be discussed at the meeting of the Arab League Council
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¢ desision on this subject.

published an editorial commenting on the annexation of
estine to Jordan. The paper remarks that should the Arab

. recognize the fait accompli resulting from the annexation

1, Palestine to Jordan in order not tu create internal disputes
Arab League, they would probably be justified in their

. fowever, the recognition of a fait accompli involving

-her Arab state should not distract the hrab states from vhe

« that certain big states are calling upon the Arabs o re-

ize the fait accomplii resulting from the Zionist occupation

57 a part of Palestine which is much more important than that which
has been recently annexed to Jordan. Recognition of the fait
acnompli in the first case may be justified, bub recognition of

the fait accompli in the second case should be considered as a
national betrayal which will never be forgiven by posterity.

e

Al Wasa® wonders why King 'Abdallah has always insisted on des-
crioing the annexation of Arab Palestine to Jordan as a liberation
mowemant. The entire world is aware that the annexstion of the
Arab part of Palestine means jts subjection to British imperialism
ang fetters. King "Abdallah’s attempt to justifly annexation is
more outrageous than the act of annexation itself.

2

Al Fayha' describes the annexation of the Arab part of Palestine
Te~jordan as a closing scene in the tragedy which was first enacted
in. 1917 when the Balfour Declaration was issued. Balfour, Truman ,
Stalin, 'hbdallah, and a group of British, American, Russlan and
Arab statesmen have taken part in the performance of this tragedy.
v+ should be noted, however, that King *Abdallah is doubly, and

rhe Arab nation a thousandfold, more responsible than the other
statesmen for the Palestine tragedy. why doez not the Arab nation
wieh numbers 70 million people adopt a firm zttitude towards
.~4ialism and the attempts to subject the Arabs to Zionist
aence? If the Arab people are unable to withstand imperialistl
atates, are they also unable to overthrow an imperialistic agent

in thelr countries? The Arab League ls necessary for the welfare
5 the Arab nation, but what is the use of this League if Britaln
and the Jews are represented in it? The Airab League should therefc
olther oust the corrupt member in it or dissolve itself and hope
thah (God may bestow on the Arab nation a new Saladin.

LYEN AMERICAN WOMEN

AL Alam: Mrs. Ethridge, the wife of the former American member

57 the Conciliation Commission, declared that Israel is not expecte
to make any progress uniess it concludes a permanent peace trealy
with the Arabs.

The paper quotes Mrs. Ethridge as having stated in her DOOK
T Visited Jerusalem" that there are certain facts which Amerlcans
-hould know about the Middle East. Mrs. Ethridge further stated
that when she visited Jerusalem she had an instinctive sympathy
ARpnoves EokBalease 20054422 ;, CURDRE3-004TR005S0H 12860 rived At Jerusal
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than she reallzed the error of her preconceived ideas and changed
her vieaws upon seeing for herself about 900,000 refugees living in
and tents on not more than two dollars each per month.

“The frabs™, she added, Mare convinced that America is not acquainted
with Arab problems except through the perspective of Zionist view-
points, and they hate America as much a8 they hate Britain.”

POEMER TRAQI MINISTER SUPPORTS DAWALIBI

s v o

4L Manar: Mr. Sadiq al-Bassam, former Minister of Defense in the
Tragi Cabinet during the Palestine hostilities, has supported in
n statement in Baghdad, Dawalibi's and Sibahi's statements.

he Iraql Minister reiterated what he had nreviously stated
what the sllies had harbored ill-intentions towards the Arabs during
the Palestine hostilities. "Persistence on the part of our allies
o continue the policy of weakening the Arab countries has coupelled
nany responsible leaders to reiterate what I had them stated,” former
Minister Bassam concluded.

ANNEXATION OF ARAB PALESTINE

The annexation of the Arab sector of Palestine to Jordan which
was announced yesterday by King Abdullah at the meeting of the new
Jordanian parliament was deplored today by the Syrlan press.

Al Manar: Asked for his opinion on the annexation, Premier °Azm
stated to the Eastern News Agency that the Political Committee of
the Arab League will meet to discuss this question and take the
necessary measures. Asked about the measures which the Syrian Goverr
ment may take in this respect, the Syrlan Premier said that he could
not commit himself to a course of action untlil the Political Committs
meets,

41 Balad: The Jordanian Minister in Beirut will arrive today, Tuesds
in Damascus to transmit to the Syrian Government the decision taken
by the Jordanian Parliament and ratified by King Abdullah to annex
the Arab sector of Palestine to Jordan.

MINISTER DAWALIBI

Barada: The Washington correspondent of Al Misri reports that
President Truman has requested H. M. King 'Abd al-*Aziz al-Saud to
use his good offices in an effort to convince H.E., Hashim-al-Atasi
to remove Minister Dawalibl from the scene of Syrian politics or,
at least, to silence him.

Commenting on this report, Dr, Ma'ruf al-Dawalibi, the Syrian
Minister of National. Economy, declared:

*"If this request is true, it implies a new warning designed
to subject Syria and the other Arab countries to Zionist influence.

It ds strang®c.co.:
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Tt is strange that certain people think that the attempt to remove
@2 {rom politics is the best method for distracting Arab indignation
with American poliecy. On the contrary, such an attempt would increase
drah indienation a thousandfold, since it would supply a new procf

ot the syxtent of Jewlsh influence on the American state and of

ish pressure to induce America to silence a voice which has

s ssed the wlshes of the Arab people. To silence a voice would
oL sllence ah entire people. I, as an individual , was not bhora %o
vecome a Minister. Consequently, I would not hesitate to despise

a poalt which might prevent me from openly declaring the truth which
fiags berome a topic of conversation in avery group., Were the stones
articulate, they would also declare this truth.

.Y

"T's inspire confidence in the Arabs and %o secure their friend-
ship cannot be achieved by exerting pressure on those who express
tielr dissatlisfaction, but by establishing justice and redeeming
the rights of the peaceful indigenous Arab population of Palestine.”

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

SYRO~LEBANESE RELATIONS

A4l Balad: Following the new Lebanese measure prohibiting the import
of Sycian products with the exception of leather, wool, vetch, and

hay, the Council of Ministers at its meeting Monday evening decided
Lo suspend all exports and imports to and from Lebanon except within

regulations to be issued by the Minister of National Kconomy.

¥silowing the meeting, Minister Dawalibi stated to the press
t.hat the lebanese Government was free to take any measures which it
coasidered to be in its interests. The Lebanese exclusion of leather,
w00k, vetch, and hay from its list of articles whose import from
Syria is prohibited indicates, however, that Lebanon wants to export
Syrian lsather and wool for rare currency and import from Syria
Jetech and hay for feeding Lebanese cattle!?
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